
HAYESDOWN FIRST SCHOOL: SUBJECT LEADER’S PLANNING OVERVIEW                SUBJECT: Science 

YEAR GROUP UNITS 

RECEPTION 
 

All about Me 
Finding out about being 
the same and different 
from each other, those 
around them. Body parts. 
Using our senses to touch, 
smell taste. 

Materials 
Sorting and comparing 
materials.  
Exploring similarities and 
differences. Finding words 
to describe different 
objects and materials.  

Weather 
Exploring and experiencing  
the changing weather and 
seasons.  Ice and melting. 

 

All around me 
Begin to learn about the 
environment Finding out 
about plants and animals. 
Using equipment to look 
carefully at things and 
wildlife around them.  

Growing and changing 
Lifecycles. Watching seeds 
and plants change and 
grow,butterflies/caterpillars 
and frogspawn/frogs 

Under the sea 
Looking at the variety of 
animals, materials. 
Exploring through hands on 
experience.  floating and 
sinking etc.  

YEAR 1 
 

Everyday Materials 
Including identifying and naming everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock; 
describing their properties and grouping materials based 
on their properties. 
TAPS: Materials: floating and sinking 
TAPS: Materials; reflections  

Animals including humans 
Including identifying and naming a variety of common 
animals and whether they are carnivores, herbivores or 
omnivores; Identifying the basic parts of the human body 
and  which part of the body is associated with each sense. 
 TAPS: Animals inc. humans-Animal classification   
 TAPS: Animals inc. Huma c ns-Body parts 

 Plants 
Identify and name common wild/ garden plants flowers 
and trees. Identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants, including trees.  
TAPS: Physical structure- Observe closely using simple 
equipment 

 Seasonal Change Observe changes across the 4 seasons; Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how the day length varies TAPS: Seasonal change 

YEAR 2 
 

Uses of Everyday Materials 
Including the suitability of materials for 
different purposes and exploring the 
impact of squashing, bending, stretching  
solid objects made of different materials 
TAPS: Materials- Waterproof 
TAPS: Materials-Rocket mice 

Animals, including humans 
Including that animals and humans 
produce young which change and grow 
into adults; the basic needs of animals 
for survival (water food air); the 
importance of exercise, eating the right 
amount of different types of food and 
hygiene 
TAPS: Animals inc. humans: Handspans 

Living things and their habitats 

Including the differences between living, 
dead and things that have never been alive; 
different habitats (including microhabitats) 
and the animals and plants  that live there; 
how animals obtain their food, using a 
simple food chain 
TAPS: Living things: Woodlice Habitats 
TAPS: Living things: Nature spotters 

Plants  
Including how seeds and bulbs grow into 
mature plants; how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 
TAPS: Plants : Compare growth 

 

YEAR 3 
 

Rocks 
Including exploring different 
kinds of rocks and soils, including 
those in the local environment 
TAPS: Rock report.  

 

Forces and Magnets 
Including  that magnetic forces 
can act without direct contact, 
unlike most other forces, and 
exploration of the behaviour and 
everyday use of magnets.  
TAPS: Forces-Shoe grip or 
strongest magnet  

Light 
Including recognising light and 
absence of light, reflections and 
exploration of shadows 
TAPS Making shadows  

Animals, including 
humans 
Including the importance of 
nutrition and the main body parts 
associated with the skeleton and 
muscles.  
TAPS: Investigating skeletons  

Plants 
Including the function of different 
parts, life cycle and requirements 
for life. 
TAPS: Functions of stem 
TAPS: Plants: Measuring Plants  

YEAR 4 
 

Living things and their 
Habitats 
Including identifying, grouping 
and classifying a variety of living 
things in the local and wider 
environment; recognising 
environments can change and 
the danger of this to living things  
TAPS: Living things- Local survey 

 

Sound 
Including exploring and 
identifying how sound is made 
through vibration and how the 
pitch and volume of sounds can 
be changed in variety of ways 
TAPS: Investigating pitch 
TAPS: Sound: string telephones 

States of Matter 
Including solids, liquids and 
gasses and observing how 
materials change states 
according to the temperature; 
evaporation and condensation 
within the water cycle 
TAPS: Materials: Drying 
materials 
TAPS: Materials: Measure 
temperature  

Animals, including 
humans 
Including the function of the 
digestive system; types of teeth in 
humans and their functions; food 
chains with producers, predators 
and prey 
TAPS: Teeth in liquids 

Electricity 
Including constructing simple 
circuits with different 
components e.g. bulbs, buzzers, 
motors and switches; recognising 
common conductors and 
insulators 
TAPS: Electricity: conductors   

 


