
HAYESDOWN FIRST SCHOOL: SUBJECT LEADERS PLANNING OVERVIEW                SUBJECT: Music 

YEAR 
GROUP 

UNITS 

RECEPTION 
 

Me! 
Focus: Learn to sing nursery rhymes and action songs – 
Flexible to allow for child led learning 
 
Christmas songs –  
use of percussion instruments 
Learn and perform seasonal songs as part of an ensemble 
 

Everyone!  
Focus: Learn to sing nursery rhymes and action 
songs - Flexible to allow for child led learning 
 

 Big bear funk. 
Transition unit preparing for Year 1, Listen and 
Appraise a different piece of Funk music each 
week/step Explore and Create using voices and 
classroom instruments Sing and Play Big Bear 
Funk, revisit a selection of nursery rhymes and 
action songs Share and Perform 
Observations from this unit to inform Year R 
Assessment 

YEAR 1 Hey you.  

Focus: Old-School Hip Hop style 

Children learn about the differences between pulse, rhythm 
and pitch and to learn how to rap and enjoy it in its original 
form. 

Christmas songs 
Learn and perform seasonal songs as part of an ensemble 

Round and round.  
Focus: Playing/singing in different styles: Latin and 
Mixed Styles 

 

Reflect rewind and replay. 
Focus: Revision Listen and Appraise Classical 
music, continue to embed the foundations of the 
interrelated dimensions of music using voices and 
instruments 
Year 1 Assessment 
Know that music has a steady pulse, know that we 
can create rhythms from words. 

YEAR 2 
. 

Hands, Feet, Heart 
Focus: Music from South Africa, Freedom songs. 
As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose 
with this song, children will listen and appraise different 
styles of South African music. 
 
Christmas songs 
Learn and perform seasonal songs as part of an ensemble 
 

I wanna play in a band 
Focus: Rock music 
Children learn about singing and playing together in 
an ensemble.  
Glockenspiel stage 1 
Learning about the language of music through playing 
the glockenspiel. Exploring and developing playing 
skills through the glockenspiel. 

Reflect rewind and replay.  
Focus Revision and performance; Listen to Western 
Classical Music; The language of music.  
Friendship song. 
Focus: Mixed styles - Listen and sing back with 
added vocal warm-ups. Year 2 Assessment- Know 
that music has a steady pulse, create rhythms from 
words, rhythms are different from the pulse, we can 
add high and low sounds (pitch) when we sing and 
play our instruments. 

YEAR 3 
 

Let your spirit fly.  
Focus: RnB. Singing in two parts. 
All year 3 units - Encouraging use of band/orchestral 
instruments for playing and improvising. 
Christmas songs 
Learn and perform seasonal songs as part of an ensemble 

Three little birds. 
Focus: Reggae and Bob Marley 
Singing - pItch copy back games. 
Mastering an instrument - The recorder 

Learning the notes A,B,C,D,E,F and G, recorder 

fingering and the music stave. 

Bringing us together.  
Focus Disco music: 
Instrument copy back games. 
Year 3 Assessment 
Children should know the difference between pulse 
and rhythm. 

YEAR 4 
 

Mamma Mia.  
Focus: ABBA’s music - Improvising using your voice and 
instruments.  
Christmas songs 
Learn and perform seasonal songs as part of an ensemble 

Blackbird.  
Focus: The Beatles and the development of pop 
music  
Mastering an instrument- Ukulele 
Based around 18 songs, pupils will learn the chords 
C, F, G7 and G in order of difficulty, beginning with 
the easiest; the chord of C. 

Lean on me. 
Focus: Soul and Gospel/links to Religious music 
Copy back using instruments, with and without 
notation. 
Year 4 Assessment 
Children will know the difference between pulse and 
rhythm and be able to keep the internal pulse 

The Charanga music scheme is used to support music teaching. Across all year groups and all units, children will: Listen and appraise, take part in Musical Activities including 

Games, Singing, Playing, Improvising and Composing, Perform and share work. 


