
HAYESDOWN FIRST SCHOOL: SUBJECT LEADERS PLANNING OVERVIEW                SUBJECT: Geography 

YEAR GROUP UNITS 

RECEPTION People  
Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and maps 

Places 
Explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and maps 

Environment 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps 

YEAR 1 
 
 

UK Map 
To include: name, location and characteristics of 
countries of the UK; Compass points(N,S,E,W); name 
and location of UK seas 

Non-European country study 
To include: geographical similarities and differences 
of the human and physical geography 

 

Study of school grounds 
To include: Human and physical features; devise simple 
maps; basic key and symbols; simple fieldwork and 
observational skills 
 

Seasonal and daily weather patterns: to be taught alongside Science ongoing throughout the year 
YEAR 2  Small area of UK study 

To include: geographical similarities and differences 
of the human and physical geography 

 

World Atlas work  
To include: name and locate UK countries and capital 
cities; name and locate the continents and oceans of 
the world; know the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the equator, North and South 
Pole. 

Local Map work 
To include: use ariel photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks, basic human and physical 
features; use a compass and locational / directional 
language to describe the location of features and routes 
on a map. 

YEAR 3 
 
 

Volcanoes and mountains  
To include: to know and understand the key aspects 
of volcanoes and mountains (human and physical 
geography); to find and name some geographical 
regions; the significance of equator, northern and 
southern hemisphere 

Local study  
To include: geographical similarities and differences 
of human and physical geography; key aspects of 
types of settlements; fieldwork to observe, measure 
record and present human and physical features in 
the local area; use of OS maps and compass points; 
locate cities and counties in the UK 

Comparative location study 
To include: To know geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography; use of OS maps and compass points; locate 
cities and counties in the UK; follow a route on a map; 
use of OS maps and compass points; 

YEAR 4 
 

River Study  
To include: To know and understand key aspects of 
rivers; Fieldwork; observe, measure, record and 
present human and physical features in the local 
areas; Mapwork; OS map, aerial photos, draw 
sketch map. 
 

European Country Study 
To include: Name and find countries and cities in 
Europe; Use a 4- figure grid references; Human and 
physical similarities and differences between the 
country and UK  

Water cycle  
To include: To know and understand key aspects of water 
cycle; Eco aspects of human geography- see green flag 

Stand alone work: atlas work to revisit equator, 

northern/southern hemisphere and the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn / Arctic and Antarctic 

 


